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(57) Abstract 

Structure for assembling a boom, 
hoisting or builder's crane, bridge or the 
like, consisting of at least three frame 
sections of longitudinal and transverse 
profiles, for instance tubular profiles, 
wherein the frame sections are coupled 
to each other for mutual pivoting by 
means of a pivot member between the 
transverse profiles of the one section and 
the longitudinal profiles of the other section, 
whereby the cross-section can be made 
smaller for transport purposes by collapsing 
the spatial structure. 
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FRAME STRUCTURE FOR ASSEMBLING A BOOM, HOISTING Or" 
BUILDER'S CRANE, A BRIDGE OR THE LIKE 

The invention relates to a structure for assembling 
a boom, hoisting .or builder's crane, bridge or the like, 
consisting of at least three frame sections of 
longitudinal and transverse profiles, for instance 
5 tubular profiles. 

According to the standard frame technique the booms 
or hoisting cranes consist of welded frame structures of 
a fixed cross-section. Where long structural components 
are concerned, these long booms can be sub-divided in 
» length -direction into shorter pieces which have to be 
mutually coupled. Although these pieces are 
transportable, the large cross-section remains a 
problem, on the one hand one of large volume during > 
transport and on the other one of limiting the cross- 
section in respect of the permissible height and width 
of normal road transport, whereby a limitation of the 
boom strength is determined. 

The invention has for its object to obviate the 
above stated drawbacks and provides for this purpose a 
frame structure which is distinguished in that the frame 
sections are coupled to each other for mutual pivoting 
by means of a pivot member between the transverse 
profiles of the one section and the longitudinal " 
profiles of the other section. 

Owing to the pivot construction between the frame 
sections it is possible to make the cross-section o* a 
hoisting boom smaller during transport. Not only can th~ 
transport volume be hereby reduced to about a Quarter o- 
less of the operational cross-section, but the invention 
also makes it possible to make very many boom cross- 
sections from basic side sections, deoending on the 
desired boom strength. By forming the cross-section of 
the boom as a random polygon of for instance triangle to 
dodecagon or any other random prism, the cross-section 
can be made larger than the permissible transport cross- 
section . 

The collapsible frame structure is also important 
when the required transport and construction time is 
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neater than the hoisting operation time. There ±s~ 
moreover less risk of damage during transport 

Tne invention is further elucidated in the figure 

■ ^ SC d r r^ n : h£r€i " el ° W — - * — - 

sid~ w-fi 1 / h ° WS 3 VleW ° f 3 Spread ^ructure of 

side walls for a hexagonal boom part, 

walls^Vn & fr ° nt V±€W ° f the lapsed side 

walls of the hexagonal boom part of fig x 

10 Part of 9 f io V r ° SS - Section of the hexagonal boom 

part of fxg. i ln the operational situation 

-fxg. 4 is a front view of the spread frame 
structure of fig. i, 

is part f reso 5 %" 5d * fr ° nt ^ °' f * '^^nl.r boom 

in sL~ ? Y " COll ^ Sed -tuation, resoectively 

xn spread position in top view, * 

reqn f , ig> f a ~ C Sh ° W a front v ^w of a square boom part, ' 
respectively in collapsed situation, respectively in 
spread position in top view, ■ 

20 fig- 7 shows a front view of a hexagonal . boom part 

respectively in collapsed situation, respectively in 
spread position in top view, 

fig- 8 shows a front view of an octagonal boom 

25 in .I re ; PeCtiVe1 ^ in collapsed situation, respectively 
25 in spread position in top view, ~ . 

fig- 9 shows a front view'of a dodecagonal boom 
part, respectively in collapsed situation, resoectively 
xn spread position in top view, ' 

■30 h~ fi9 ,* 10 enh ° d±m ^ of a boom part with a 

- hexagonal cross-section which has greater torsional 
stxffness than that of fig. 7. 

The boom part shown schematically in fig 1 
consists of six practically identical boom side" 
sections, each consisting of a longitudinal profile 1 
35 each of which is provided with an even number of 

transverse profiles 2. On the end of each longitudinal 
P-ofile 1 is situated a connecting member 3, 4 so that a 
number of boom parts can be connected to each other 
mutually in line so as to obtain a longer structural 
part . 



WO 00/53861 

3 PCT/NL00/00158 

The frame sections are mutually connected with 
pivots 5, for which purpose each pivot is embodied as a 
tubular sleeve which is welded to two transverse 
profiles 2 at each position where these come together 
5 and which tubular sleeve 5 is rotatable round the 

adjacent longitudinal profile and is enclosed by flanges 
5 so that the tubular sleeve cannot slide along the 
profile. 3 

Each tubular sleeve 5 can be divided and consist of 
o two hair-shells for mutual connection, see on the right 
xn fig. 4, such that assembly of the frame structure is 
cons-iderably simplified and wherein the number of 
sections can be increased and the cross-section 
therefore enlarged, compare fig. 3 to fig. 9. 

Inside the assembled spatial structure can be 
arranged transverse connecting profiles 6 which are " 
connected to the longitudinal profiles 1 and herein 
cross .over one or more other longitudinal profiles 1, 
thus creating cross-sectionally triangular, statically 
stable transverse profiles. 

Fig. 5 shows a frame structure with three sections 
which form a triangle in cross-section. Fig. 6 shows 
four sections which form a square. Fig. 8 shows an 
octagon consisting of two structural parts 6c, while 
fig. S^shows a dodecagonal frame boom consisting of two 
hexagons as according to fig. 7. - 

Fig. 10 shows a boom construction with torsional 
stiffness, wherein the transverse profiles come to lie 
mutually in line. The longitudinal profiles are mutuallv 
shifted half a pitch for this purpose. 

The dimensions of the side sections are preferably 
such that in the collapsed position they fit into a J 
normal container of 6 or 12 metres, whereby particularly 
transport over water can take place more compactly in 
safer and simpler manner. 

As elucidated above, the invention enables the 
assembly from a series of standard side sections of a 
random strong and high boom, hoisting crane or bridge 
with a cross-section which in the known art cannot be 
transported by road. 
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CLAIMS 



1. Structure for assembling a boom, hoisting or 
bunder's crane,, bridge or the like, consistino of at 
least three frame sections of longitudinal and" 
transverse profiles, for instance tubular profiles 

TcT C T ±Z T ±n • frame SSCti0nS ™ ««Pleci to 
each other for mutual pivoting by means of a pivot 

member between the transverse profiles of the one 
section and the longitudinal profiles of the other 
section. 

2. Frame structure as claimed in claim 1 
characterized in that the pivot member is formed by a 
tubular sleeve which is f ixe dly connected to one or two 
transverse profiles and which is rotatable in non- 
slidable manner round a longitudinal profile. 

3. Frame structure as claimed in claim 1 and/or 2 
characterized in that each longitudinal profile of a 
boom part is provided on the end thereof with a 
connecting means in order to enable mutual connection of 
the structural parts in longitudinal direction. 

4. Frame structure as claimed in any of the 
foregoing claims, characterized in that a transverse 
connecting profile is arranged between two longitudinal 
profiles such that the transverse profile crosses over 
at least one intermediate longitudinal profile to form a 
triangular, statically stable cross-section 
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